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LA

C I. A Reporfe

dly Recrulted Blacks

"' The ‘Central Inteliigénce’ Agéncy re-

cruited American blacks in the late 1960°s

and early 1970's to spy on° ‘members..of
the Black Panther Party both-in. the Unit- |-
ed States and in Africa, according to for-
mer high-level officials of the agency who.
have nrst-hand knowledoe of the opera-

tions. =
+ Details. of these clandestme actmnes
.were considered among - the agency’s
most sensitive and .closely-held.informa.
-tion, the sources- saxd partly because of
fears that dxsclosuz:es about ‘the’ program
would arouse pubhc accusatnons of rac-
disminthe intelligence‘agency. -~ &25 )
Only .in the most. ‘oblique references
.did_any. of the inquiries:in recent.years
mto C.LA.. activities. ever . uncoyer. -the
program of black spymo .
-least “some_ saecxﬂc mformatlon
about ‘the. C.LA.’s spying was pravided
to the 1975 Rockefeller Commission_and,
Iater to the Senate mtelllgence committee
in their inquiries into illegal C.I.A. activi-
ties, but those investigating groups‘did
not mclude -any specific_mention of_the
recruitment and use of. Amencan blacks
in their subsequent publxc reports. . [ ]
The -~ activities of - the black agents
ranged -from .the followmo and photo--
gl"'p‘ung of suspected Black Panther

Party members- inthe United. States to
‘the infiltration. of Panther groups in. Afri-

ca. Ore. ;agent- managed to- gain access
to. the personal’ overseas living quarters
of Eldridge Cleaver, the Panther leader
who set, up a headq,uarters in Algena

>’ed. that the C.LA. be compelled- to- obtain

N taps or survexllance of Amenca

"being financed and directed by Commu-

quently recommended that the"CIA. be
directed not.to perform “what are essen-
tially internal security tasks,” in the
United .States or elsewhere. -~ 2

The -Senate intelligence ™ commnttee,
hich -will. soon beom pubhc hearings
into the 5 ,proposed new -charter for the
-intelligence community, has recofnmend-

‘a‘warrant before conducting’any wire-]
'uzens

‘lmno abroad. -

. CLA. offxcnals have sald repeatedly that
the goal of the agency’s domestic spying
prooram was to determine  whether anti-
war activists and black extremists were

nist govemments Agency officials have
-declined. to discuss the programs further.
.One longtime C.LA, operative with di-
1 .rect knowledoe of the $pying said, how-
ever, that. there was an additional goal
in the case of the Black Panthers living
‘abroad: to “neutralize” them; “to try and
get-them in trouble with local authorities
~wherever they-could.” Just how success-
ful the C.I.A. was.in those alleged actm-\
tles ¢ould not be determined. :

- In his memoirs, ‘‘Honorable Vlen My.
foe in the CIA,” some of whose details
were published Tuesday in The New York
Times, William E. Colby, former Director
of Central Intelligence, acknowledges
that he was unable to learn all-there
was to know about the C I.A.s domestxc
spymo operations..

.One man who had flrstahand Lnowledoe
of the operation said, “If they had l’otten
exposed, then it would have been the
C.LA, versus the Black Panthers and all
‘black Americans—they’ve had-.a lot of
"Americans against them. The agency

m the late 1960' FLEIS Y

*'In its final report, the: Rockefener Com-
mission,’ a: panel ‘appointéd. by. President
;Ford - to :jnvestigate , charges. of C.LA.]
abuses concluded thab the . .agency’s
spying. in ‘this country exceeded its au-
thority. The overseas efforts to link the|]
‘Black Panther operations to foreign influ.{;

“would have been exposed open to at-
tack »o .z-‘; SN

' “For all’ my elforts ” Mr. Colby wrote,
“‘I found it impossible to do much about
righting’ whatever was wrong” with the
:domestic ‘spying programs. “Its superse-
1crecy and extreme compartmentation,”
he added, ‘“kept me very much on its.
penphery

ence theoretically: was, proper,. the com-i
misson_said, although-much- of the mate-:
rial in the C.LA’s files “was not directly..
related to’ the question’ of the exlstence )

of foreign connections.” .v - - - )
- The _Rockefeller: Commlssxon subse-:;g

- f
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In his memou', Mr. Colby ‘did- not men-|
tlon the spying by blacks on.the Black
Panther Party.

" In interviews over the last two months,
former staff: investigators for the Rocke-
feller commission and the Senate commit-
‘tee were asked why their final reports
tdid not discuss the use of black Amerti-
icans. The former staff members disagreed
vwxdely over who- had been told what—]
mevxtahly?:nsmg ‘questions-about.the ef-
ficacyyi a.n;l thoroughness of the mvestwa-

A .

.thﬂS f l RS P PR

CI
C.LA.S SPYINE N :utawnd. 1iusL  ouwss
members, however, firmly - demed that
-there kad been-such.spying. -*°
“C“If that's’
one investigator for the Rockefeller Com-
mission sand iwvhén'.informed of the use
of American blacks, .¢If it were so, it's
-.something I didn’t ’know about and I'd
have to say I'd feel I'd been deceived.”
-A Senator who took a leading role im
tne committee’s C.LA. favestigation also!
-said he knew of the use of blacks domes-
txcally. But he said, “1 think you're :petty.
‘zccurate in saying that we were not told:
of the use -of American: blacks overseas
I never heard anything.” - %
- A former high-level CIA. ofhcnal who
as directly involved in the Senate inves-
“tigation said he was:mot surprised to
-learn that some senior Senate officials
~did -not. know of -the use of-black agents.

.-*An Adversary Pmceedmg

‘ "They dido’t ' ask;” the former C!A
:official said. ‘We- treated the Senate. in-
quxry as ap adversary proceeding. It was-
‘n't a2 show' and -tell program. Had they
fasked, we would have dug out the an:
-~ swers.,” . 7 e
i ““There must: ‘be a dozen comparable
sxtuanons going ‘on he sand “The fact

s, no one asked,_ SV - t

z *1 think it’s- 1mportant t'or the pubhc

ito-understand that this was an adversary
-proceeding,’™ he said. “It was up to the

.committee ' to ask. They were. wnmnv
:the investigation.” -

“And. that's why the- Hill. is- such a
‘pecor place to resolve these issues. The
'Senate mtellngence ‘committee was very
-divided, - Its. .chairman [Frank Church,
: Democrat. of 1daho] was. running :for
"President and the minority and. majontv
staffs were divided and playmg aames.

‘, ; Two Ma]or Programs - .. .- i
‘ The' 'Dmes s sources said that the C IA-

conducted "at léast two’'major programs.
involving ‘the. use of American blacks
..when the Panthers,* organized by young
“blacks in .the. mid- GOs “were pubhcly

the case, I'm~ astomsbed" A

iadvocating - revoluuonary .change., .48
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